


UNSOLICITED COMMENTS ABOUT THIS REVELATION MESSAGE: 

The Messianic Revelation Series offers an entirely different perspective on Revelation than any 
books on Revelation you may have read before.  The reason is simple. The Messianic Revelation 
Series takes into account the  Hebraic background and  mindset of the Jewish writer of Revelation.  
This approach brings startling new clarity to the prophetic message of Revelation for our day. 
Following are unsolicited comments about this message left by Tsiyon Radio listeners at the www.
tsiyon.org web site:

“Teaching from a Hebraic perspective/understanding gives the  Book of Revelation 
a new “life.””

“This was a really good teaching. So much that has been missing from the traditional 
message.” 

“This grand vision sheds new light on some very “old” things.”

“The strength of Brother Eliyahu’s teachings for me is in his ability to show us 
things that we’ve seen many times before in an entirely new and compelling way.”  

“Very good, I like how U gave the foundational background about Revelations and 
about the writer too.” 

“There is much to be learned here and perhaps a few challenges to old beliefs to be 
faced, but overall, this is a “walk” worth taking.”

“It gave a better understanding of what the book of Revelation is all about, a better 
view of it, & I want to hear more.”

“Wow, that was very good.  I hardly had room to put all my notes.”

“Thank you Eliyahu. Can’t wait for the rest of the series. Shalom.”

“Once again, very clear historical facts presented by Eliyahu, and tied into every 
area of past, present and future events.”  

“The positives far outweigh the negatives in the reality of Y’shua’s judgments.” 

“I liked the description about the throne room.”

“I am amazed that Eliyahu got to see into the throne room.”
 



“Shalom Eliyahu! Thank you for yet another exciting connection of YHWH’s divine 
purpose in the world economic crisis.”

“This message gave me a completely different perspective on what it means to be 
an “overcomer.”” 

“That was very good, excellent. I can’t wait to hear more about the white horse.”

“Don’t waste another day - we’re running out of time!”

“This message is a shake-up/wake-up call to all of those who profess belief in our 
Messiah Y’shua.”  

“We look with anticipation to YHWH for righteous judgment, as HE alone is worthy 
to be Judge, having the perfect solution, dealing with the rebellion that has turned 
HIS creation up-side down!”  

“I found myself walking alongside Yochanan into the Throne room of Heaven.”  
 
“This message will challenge many to consider the Four Horsemen of Revelation 
in a new way.”  

“I love the emphasis on having right relationship with YAHWEH, Who alone can 
and will protect those who are righteous.” 

“This message “paints” being an overcomer in a much more positive and encouraging 
light.”  

“I encourage those that have a heart to be “overcomers” to come and hear and then 
to “be doers of the WORD.”  

“Compromise for the sake of unity, mixture for the sake of compromise and 
conformity for the so-called “good” don’t fi t HIS defi nition of the “narrow path.””     

“[This] Revelation message has given me new information to consider, points of 
contention to meditate on and broken down barriers to new ways of looking at 
things.”  

“Patience is key to receiving the fullness of all that HE is bringing here to HIS 
people.  Stay the course and reap the benefi ts of walking this out with HIM.”



Zarach

Annoucing:

Judgment
Day

 Eliyahu ben David

The Messianic Revelation Series
Volume 1



 

Author Online!
For radio programs, audio CDs, news, and more 

visit Eliyahu ben David at:

www.Tsiyon.org

www.RevelationSeries.com

© 2009 Eliyahu ben David and Tsiyon Radio
All rights reserved worldwide.

Published by
Zarach 

Salt Lake City, Utah

ISBN-10: 0-9679471-3-8
ISBN-13: 978-0-9679471-3-6

Subject heading:
REL101000    RELIGION / Messianic Judaism

REL006140    RELIGION / Biblical Studies / Prophecy
REL006070    RELIGION / Biblical Commentary / New Testament

Except as otherwise noted, Scripture passages herein are quoted from the 
Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible (HNV).  See Conventions 

and Bibliography for more information on Scripture usage.

Cover art and book Illustrations by Eliyahu ben David

 1.0



Contents
UNSOLICITED COMMENTS ABOUT THIS REVELATION MESSAGE:          1

1. MESSIANIC REVELATION 
    WHY THE TSIYON INTERPRETATION OF REVELATION IS SO DIFFERENT!  15

The Book Of Revelation Reveals Our Future      16
A Unique Perspective On Revelation        16
Digging In To Revelation        18
The Purpose Of Revelation        19
Is “The Lord’s Day” Sunday?        20
Yochanan–an Exhaustive Witness       21
Establishing The Writer Of Revelation       22
Receive The Blessing Of Revelation!       23
From Whom, To Whom, Hebraic Greeting      23
Y’shua The Messiah, The Faithful Witness      24
A Torah Covenant Promise Fulfi lled       25
The Coming Of The Messiah Of The Hebrew Prophets     25
The God Of Israel          26
Yochanan, Your Brother In Tribulation       26
The Heart Of Yochanan Revealed       27
When Revelation Was Written And Why That Matters     29
The Revelation Is “Thoroughly Jewish”       30
A Hebraic View Of Revelation        31
Revelation–A Jewish Apocalypse       32
Jewish Apocalyptic Genre Is Predictive Of The Future!     32
Why Every Interpretation You Have Ever Heard Of Revelation Is Wrong  33
The Tsiyon Exegetic Approach        34

2.  MESSIAH JUDGES HIS OWN
     MESSIAH REVEALED AS PRIEST-JUDGE      37

Messiah Comes As High Priest        37
Messiah As Priest-Judge Judges His Own                 38



The Seven Menorahs              38
The Seven Menorahs Are The Seven Assemblies          39
The Seven Stars               40
Judgment Must Always Come To God’s Own First          40
Judgment On The House Of God In The NT           41
Judgment May Be For Or Against            41
A Dual Fulfi llment Of This Revelation Prophecy           42
Structure Of The Judgments Of The Seven Assemblies          43
Judgments Of Commendation In The Assemblies          44
Do Commendations Of Messiah Refl ect Your Behavior?         45
Judgments Of Sin In The Assemblies            46
Messiah Judges Sins Of Believers            46
Judgment Of Rewards To “Him Who Overcomes”          47
Be An Overcomer!              48
What Is An Overcomer?              48
How Overcomers Receive The Rewards            49
Parable Of The Overcomers             49
Grasp The Prize!               50
Judgments Of Punishment Against Believers           50
Unrepentant Sinners Are Punished!            51
Judgments Of Punishment Against Assemblies             52
Un-repented Sin Brings Punishment To The Assemblies          52
What Became Of The Seven Assemblies?           52

3.  MESSIAH JUDGES HIS OWN-AGAIN
     LAST DAYS JUDGMENT OF THE HOUSE OF GOD          57

Sins Of The Church System Judged By Messiah          57
God Doesn’t Judge With Favoritism            58
Raptured Or Removed?              58
All Who Profess Belief In Messiah Included           59
Judgment Made Manifest             59
Examine The Evidence Of Messiah’s Judgment            60
4,392 Accusations Of Abuse Engulf Catholic Clergy           60
2008—Pope States He Is Shamed By Sexual Ause Scandals         61



1,676 Reports Of Abuse By Denominational Leaders           61
High Profi le Evangelical Scandals            61
List Of Christian Evangelists Involved in High Profi le Scandals         62
Scandal Overturns Leader Of 30,000,000 USA Evangelicals         62
Let’s Summarize The Evidence               63
The News Reports Furnish The Evidence           64
Judgment Focused On Leaders Of The Church System          65
Why You Have Never Heard This Before           65
An Attack Of The Enemy?             66
Please Don’t Kill The Messenger!            66
Evidence That Demands A Verdict            67
Judgment Has Started With The House Of God          67
40 Years Of Judgment              68
Israel’s 40 Years Of Judgment In The Wilderness          68
Judgment Allows Time For Correction And Repentance         69
The Judgment Of YHWH Is Good!            69
Overcomers Seized The Promise!            70
Israel Immersed Into Messiah At The Red Sea           70
The Tragic Outcome For The Wilderness Generation           71
Cheap Grace Doesn’t Cut It!             72
40 Years Wilderness Judgment-Our Example           72
Paul’s Message Doesn’t Sound “Christian”           72
A Message For The Ends Of The Ages            73
The End Of The Age Started In 1967            73
Paul’s Three 40-Year Parallel Judgment Periods          74
The 40-Year Judgment Period Of The Church System          74
Where Is The Punishment?             75
Now The Tribulation Will Start, Right?..Not!           75
Adopt The Overcomer Mindset!                76

4.  VISITING HEAVEN’S COURTROOM
     THE JUDGMENT COURT REVEALED            79

What Are We Looking At?             79
The Calendar               80



The Throne Was Set              80
The Porch Of Judgment              81
One Sat On The Throne              83
A Rainbow Around The Throne Like Emerald           83
Around The Throne Were 24 Thrones            84
On The Thrones Were 24 Elders Sitting            86
Elders Of The Tribes Of Israel             86
Elders Of The Kingdom Of Israel            87
The 24 Elders               88
Lightnings And Thunders And Sounds            89
YHWH Bound Himself To The Mosaic Covenant          90
Why The World Hates Israel             91
Why The World Is In The Wrong            91
Before His Throne              92
Why Simple Translation Errors Occur            93
In The Gaze Of The Throne             93
Seven Lamps Of Fire              94
Seven Spirits Of God In Zechariah            94
Seven Eyes Or Seven Lamps?             94
Standing On The Sea Of Glass             95
Similar To Crystal              96
The Big Picture               97

5.  JUDGMENT DAY
     COURT IS NOW IN SESSION!             99

Four Live Things             100
Live Things In Ezekiel            101
Why These Four Are Called: Alive!          101
Full Of Eyes             101
Four Angels Of The Presence           102
A Lion, A Young Bull, A Man, And A Flying Eagle?        102
Six Wings             103
Full Of Eyes–Again            104
About The Book Of Enoch           104



Enoch Saw It First            105
For The Elect...In The Day Of Tribulation         106
Enoch’s Old, Sad Story Of Rebellion          107
Men Implore The Four To Make Their Suit         107
Temporary Measures–Then Docketed For Judgment Day       108
The Declaration             109
Perspective On The Declaration Of The Four Live Things       109
An Open And Shut Case            110
The Indictment Of The Rebels Established         110
A Damnable Crime            111
Is This You?             111
24 Elders Cast Their Crowns           112
The Moral Imperative In The Cry Of The Righteous        112
Rebels Deny YHWH His Due           113
The Walk Of The Righteous Convicts The Wicked        113
Summary Of The Case Now Before The Judgment Court       114
Charges Against The Rebellion Include:         114
Other Facts Requiring Closure           115
Response Of The King            115
We Don’t Have To Guess           116
His Royal Decree             116
Not A Book–A Scroll            117
Within And Behind            117
A Perfect Solution In Hand!           118
Sealed With Seven Seals            118
Not Like The Pictures            119
A Progressive Judgment On An Appointed Schedule        119
Hurry Up–And Wait            120

6.  THE LION OF JUDAH STANDS UP
     THE LAMB’S DAY OF POWER           123

A Call Goes Forth            123
Weeping In Heaven            124
Our Jewish Champion In Heaven          124



Lion Of The Tribe Of Judah Foretold          125
The Puzzle Rapidly Fills In           125
Eleven More Last Days Prophecies          126
The Destiny of Israel                 126
Root Of David             127
The Lion Is A Lamb            127
Passover Lamb             128
Cut Off For The Disobedience Of My People, Israel        128
Only A Lion Could Be This Lamb          129
Focus On Israel             129
Sit And Wait             130
Stand, And Stop Waiting!           130
The Lamb’s Day Of Power           131
Symbols Of The Lamb’s Power           132
None Like Him!             132
Prophetic Shorthand Weaves In Zechariah         133
Four Horns And Four Winds In Zechariah         133
4 Horns=4 Beasts Of Daniel=Gentile Nations         134
Seven Trumps Four–Israel Re-Gathered         134
Seven Eyes In Zechariah            135
Seven Eyes See The Temple Of Zerubbabel Completed        135
A Type Of The Spiritual Temple           136
What Is The Spiritual Temple?           136
Uniquely Qualifi ed To Get The Job Done         137
What The Man Reveals About The Mission         137
Early Indications Of The Contents Of The Scroll        138
He Took The Scroll!            138
Two Versions Of What Happened Next          138
The Live Things And The 24 Elders Worship The Lamb       139
A New Song             140
Covenant Promise To Obedient Israel          141
A Remnant As “My Own Possession”          141
A Covenant Kingdom And Priests           142
Our Blessed Hope            142



Worthy Is The Lamb!            143
The Lamb Will Get The Job Done!          143

7.  SEALS HAVE BEEN OPENED
     MYSTERY OF THE FOUR HORSEMEN REVEALED        145

Opening Of The First Seal           145
Opening Of The Second Seal           146
Opening Of The Third Seal           147
Opening Of The Fourth Seal           147
Origin Of Four Horsemen Apocalyptic Motif         147
Zechariah Prophesied For And To Remnant Of Israel        148
Four Horsemen Of Zechariah           150
The Report Of The Horsemen To The Angel         151
The Response Of YHWH To The Report Of The Horsemen       151
The Four Horsemen Of Zechariah Ride For Israel        152
Four Charioteers Of Zechariah Ride The Four Winds        152
Three Separate Missions            153
Riders Of The Four Winds           153
Four Archangels Send Four Riders Into Four Winds        154
Unlocking The Mystery Of The 4 Riders Of Revelation        154
Signifi cance Of Varied Missions           155
The First Seal Revealed            156
The Second Seal Revealed           158
Checking The Compass In Heaven           159
The Third Seal Revealed            160
The Fourth Seal Revealed           161
It’s About Israel—And You           163
What We Can Expect From The Four Horsemen        165
The Ending Point—The Starting Point          166

EPILOGUE                                                                                                            167
Suejean’s Observations            170
Dawn’s Observations            172
The Author’s Final Remarks           176



ILLUSTRATIONS
Seven Assemblies Of Revelation               36
Heavenly Judgment Court               78
Release Of The Four Horsemen              144

CONVENTIONS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY                                                        181
Scripture Usage and Conventions Herein         181
Strong’s Number Usage and Conventions Herein        183
Bible Software References Used           184
Print Books Cited or Consulted Herein          184
Ten Words of the Testimony           186

AUDIO CD ORDER FORM                                                                                189



15

1 

MESSIANIC REVELATION

Why the  Tsiyon Interpretation 
of Revelation is SO Different!

TT here is little wonder why books on the Revelation  prophecies abound 
today.  Banks are failing, global markets are crashing, and global 

unemployment is rising; the harbingers of an ever-deepening global 
 economic crisis. Volatile food and  oil prices, food shortages, even food 
riots, underscore the crisis of survival now being faced by billions of the 
world’s poor.  War, rumors of  war and an ever-increasing political and 
social divide ratchet up tensions.  Disaster continues to brew in the Middle 
East.  Enemies of Israel continue to menace her very existence from inside 
and out; while threatening to turn the whole world into a massive fi reball.  
The seemingly endless man-made crises are also punctuated by a string 
of natural disasters and environmental anxieties.  All these troubles and 
more, taken together, form an intractable tangle that has been termed “the 
world macro-problem.”

Confronted with these escalating waves of global  chaos Bible readers can’t 
help but notice that this world situation fi ts the general pattern foretold in 
the Scriptures for the last days.  We are witnessing the so called “ signs of 
the times.”  As we see these signs, we’re also seeing multiple predictions 
of the   end of the world.  It is not unusual to hear claims that the end is 
coming next month, next year, three years from now, fi ve years from now.  
Multiple early dates are being predicted—each based on the same verses of 
Revelation.  

In this climate of global anxiety, end-time speculation seems to be of 
interest to Bible believers and non-believers alike.  Multiple doomsday 
theories abound from extra-Biblical sources:  Peak oil,  Planet X, the Mayan 
 calendar, prophecies of  Nostradamus, and of the  Hopi Indians, to name a 
few.  As one surveys the apocalyptic events of the 21st  Century, while also 
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being confronted with horrifi c predictions of our modern world sliced and 
diced a dozen different ways, it can all start to feel quite overwhelming.  

THE BOOK OF REVELATION REVEALS OUR FUTURE

Knowledge is power.  We have all heard that, because it’s true.  Imagine 
the advantage it would give you if you could know in advance what is really 
going on and why.  Imagine the peace you would feel if you knew with 
certainty what is driving world events and where it is all headed.  Then, you 
could be prepared in advance.  

You really can know.   YHWH (God’s Name in Scripture) wants you to know.  
Everything having to do with this fi nal  generation that we are living in is 
foretold in the Scriptures.  The best place to fi nd the information you need 
to prevail through these last days is in the  Book of Revelation.  

Here, your response may be: “There are a million different interpretations 
of the Book of Revelation.”  True enough.  Of course, that only adds to the 
confusion many people are experiencing regarding these chaotic days.  Why 
am I adding yet another book on Revelation?  Frankly, if I had no more to 
offer than all the others I would not have bothered to write this book.

A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON REVELATION 

What I’m offering here is a unique perspective on the Book of Revelation 
that is so fresh and so obviously true that it is nothing short of life-changing.  
This is what many of my radio listeners from over 65 countries have told 
me about this message after hearing it taught on my weekly radio series, 
 On the Road to Tsiyon, in recent months.  That series of radio programs 
predicted in advance the very changes that have now only recently started 
coming upon the world.  Listeners who observed this happening saw this 
 fulfi llment as confi rmation of the Revelation message they heard on the 
program.  Based on the experience of so many of the listeners who have 
already heard this message, I can tell you what you can expect from this 
study.  As we examine the Book of Revelation together, Revelation will be 
simplifi ed for you.  The approach we are taking to the Book of Revelation will 
help you to have a sense of certainty about it.  You will know what it means.  
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It is really much simpler than the mountain of books and commentaries 
you may have studied in the past might have led you to believe.  It is not 
that hard to understand the  Book of Revelation—if only you start from the 
right frame of reference.  

You see, most every other book on Revelation is written from a 21st 
 Century  Christian perspective, whether  Dispensationalist,  Supersessionist, 
 Premillennialist,  Amillennialist,  Postmillennialist, or some variant or 
hybrid thereof.  What is the problem with that?  There were no 21st Century 
Christians when Revelation was written and neither were there any of the 
various theological constructs that drive Biblical interpretation today.  
Christian culture and theology of today was entirely unknown to the  writer 
of Revelation.  Not only because such did not exist then, but because, as you 
will learn in greater detail, the writer of Revelation was not “a Christian” 
in the sense that term is commonly understood today.  There never was 
any such person as “Saint John the  Divine” (Who is “Divine” besides the 
Almighty?).  In fact, the writer of Revelation was a Messianic Jew who 
would have been horrifi ed by such an idolatrous title.  For that very reason 
Revelation would not be in your “New Testament” today, if some of its 
earliest enemies had their way.

Here is the truth of it.  From about the 2nd  Century forward  Gentile 
Christians became evermore skeptical of all things Jewish, refl ecting the 
 anti-Semitic attitude of the Roman world generally.  Thus abandoning the 
Hebrew roots of the faith,  Greco-Roman believers developed a new religion 
which borrowed signifi cantly from the ancient mystery religions and from 
Greek philosophy, the main infl uences from which Gentile converts sprang.  
This re-worked Gentile Christianity became so agreeable to the Roman 
mindset that in the 4th Century it was adopted as the State Religion.  This 
produced the institution known from then forward as The Roman Catholic 
Church, the true mother of all Christian churches and denominations in 
the world today.  Roman Christianity found it diffi cult to admit Revelation 
(the Apocalypse) as part of the “New Testament” precisely because it is so 
“Jewish.”  In the end, they had to include Revelation simply because it was 
already so fully established as authentic that they could not credibly do 
otherwise.  As one scholar explained: “The only serious objection that can 
be urged against the authenticity of the Apocalypse, lies in the difference 
which is observable between its style, and that of the fourth Gospel.  The 
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latter is free from Aramaic expressions, the former is saturated with them.”  
Further, “The Apocalypse bears, from one end of it to the other, the character 
of a Hebrew prophecy.”  (Studies on the New Testament, F.L. Godet) 

Another Christian scholar comments on Revelation: “Though the language 
is Greek, the thoughts and idioms are Hebrew; and this links it on, not to 
the Pauline epistles, but to the Old Testament, and shows that its great 
subject is God’s fi nal dealings with the Jew and the Gentile; and not the 
Church of God.”  If we take “Church of God” to mean Gentile Christianity 
as explained above, and we take “Jew” as synonymous with Israel,  as most 
Christian writers mean it, then it becomes self-evident that this statement 
is true.  This scholar adds this remarkable comment: “It is undoubtedly 
written about the people of the Old Testament who are the subjects of its 
history.  These will understand it as Gentile Christians can never hope to 
do.”  (The Apocalypse, E.W. Bullinger)

Given the utterly Hebrew character of the book, only a Messianic Jewish 
writer could have written the Book of Revelation.  Having a Messianic 
Jewish writer, the Book of Revelation is itself a Messianic Jewish book.  
Unless you come to terms with the full implications of that fact you will 
never grasp the real meaning of the Book of Revelation.

Given this profound fact, your biggest challenge is sure to be setting aside 
mistaken theories you’ve heard about Revelation.  All I ask is that you 
promise yourself to prayerfully consider this entire book you are reading 
before making your fi nal decision about it, since one of its strongest 
proofs is the full, cohesive, picture it presents, building from the authentic 
foundation of Revelation that has been virtually ignored until now.

DIGGING IN TO REVELATION

Now let’s dig right into the fi rst chapter of Revelation.  Revelation begins:

This is the Revelation of Y’shua the Messiah, which God gave Him 
to show to His servants the things which must happen soon, which 
He sent and made known by His angel to His servant, Yochanan, 
who testifi ed to God’s word and of the testimony of Y’shua the 
Messiah, about everything that he saw.  (Rev 1:1-2) 
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We are here using the Hebrew Names Version of the Bible.  Using the 
original Hebrew names, though possibly sounding a little strange at fi rst, 
will help you to see Revelation in its correct Hebraic historical and cultural 
context.  

In the passage above we fi nd paraphrased the title of the book we are 
studying: “The Revelation to Yochanan.”  Many people call the book 
“Revelations” with a plural “s” on the end.  That’s not correct.  It is the 
Revelation (no “s”) to Yochanan, who is more commonly known in English 
as John.  The fi rst verse says, This is the revelation of Y’shua the Messiah.  
Y’shua, not Jesus, is the actual Hebrew name by which Messiah was called 
by fellow Israelites with whom He lived all His earthly life.  So it is the 
Revelation to Yochanan, but it is of Y’shua the Messiah.  Where did Y’shua 
the Messiah get it?
   
The Revelation is that which God gave Him.  As we continue on in the 
Book of Revelation, this order is evident over and over again.  Father 
YHWH is the ultimate Source of all things.  Things come to us from Him 
through Y’shua the Messiah.  This chain of transmission moves forward 
from Messiah.  Y’shua the Messiah transmitted His revelation through His 
angel to Yochanan.  Then Yochanan wrote it all down so that eventually we 
could receive His revelation too.  That Yochanan is informed by an angel, 
who in turn received this from Y’shua, Who received this from the Father, 
is all part of the revelation given to us.  

THE PURPOSE OF REVELATION

Notice the purpose of Revelation.  He gave it to show His servants the things 
that must happen soon.  Are you one of His servants?  Then Revelation was 
written for you.  Some people say: “I don’t read the Book of Revelation 
because it is too confusing for me.”  Father God gave this revelation to 
His servants so they would know the things that must happen.  Since He 
wants you to know the things that must happen He can and will give you an 
understanding of His message by advancing the chain of transmission still 
further.  I believe that’s exactly what this book is about.

Here it says the things which must happen.  Notice that word, must.  None 
of this is going to be changed.  It must happen!  He wants you to know 
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what must happen in advance.  Why does He want you to know?  He is a 
good Father who loves us.  He wants us to be ready for the things that must 
happen.  

In this Bible version it says, things which must happen soon.  Some Bibles 
translate that as things which must happen quickly.  The Greek word 
(G5034 tachos) translated as soon or quickly can mean “this is going to 
happen soon,” as in the near future.  It can’t mean that here since we are 
now nearly two millennia since this revelation was given.  That’s not soon 
by any reckoning.  The Greek word also has another meaning.  It can mean 
quickly in the sense that, when something happens, it happens speedily as 
a rapid progression of events.  This latter meaning is the correct meaning 
here.  This overturns interpreters who tell you that the Book of Revelation 
is about the past two thousand years of “church history. “ It’s not.  It’s about 
things that are foretold to happen in rapid progression, with the Lord’s Day 
as the focal point, at the end of the age.

IS “THE LORD’S DAY” SUNDAY?

I refer here to verse ten in which Yochanan states: I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day.  What day is that?  Many Christians writing on Revelation, 
and many more reading it, have assumed the Lord’s Day, here referred 
to, is Sunday.  It is natural for them to assume so, since it is the tradition 
of many generations of Christians to call Sunday “the Lord’s Day.”  In this 
view, they think, John was worshiping on Sunday when he received the 
Revelation.  However, they are quite mistaken regarding Yochanan’s use 
of the phrase.  The NT uses the phrase “fi rst day of the week” but never 
uses “the Lord’s day” in the same sense and “Sunday” not at all.  As E. W. 
Bullinger, noted Anglican theologian, admitted: “There is no evidence of 
any kind that “the fi rst day of the week” was ever called “the Lord’s Day” 
before the Apocalypse was written.  That it should be so called afterwards 
is easily understood, and there can be little doubt that the practice arose 
from the misinterpretation of these words.”  In other words, generations 
of Christians at sometime after Revelation was written lifted the phrase 
the Lord’s day from the book of Revelation to apply it to their worship 
day, Sunday, though that was never the original meaning of the phrase.  
Bullinger further states: “It is passing strange that if John called the fi rst 
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day of the week ‘the Lord’s Day,’ we fi nd no trace of the use of such a title 
until a hundred years later which is the earliest date.”  (Mat 28:1, Mar 26:2,9, 
Luk 24:1, Joh 20:1,19, Act 20:7, 1Co 26:2, The Apocalypse by E.W. Bullinger) 

   
All of that is to say: the Lord’s Day of Revelation is the same as the Day of 
the Lord as spoken of through the mouth of the Hebrew prophets.  Some 
may object here, supposing there is some difference in the two phrases, 
the Lord’s Day, and the Day of the Lord, because we have  Lord’s  used as 
an adjective  in Revelation instead of as a noun in of the Lord,  as in the 
Hebrew.  However, there is no adjective for “Lord’s” in Biblical Hebrew.  In 
Hebrew to say “the Lord’s Day” one must use the two nouns saying, “the 
Day of the Lord,” making these two equivalent phrases.  The Lord’s Day in 
Greek is thus a perfectly acceptable translation of the Day of the Lord in 
Hebrew.
   
My point is this: when Yochanan said I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day we can be sure he was not using that phrase to refer to Sunday–since 
that phrase would not be used to refer to Sunday until generations later.  
Rather, he was using the language of the Hebrew prophets.  He was saying 
he was enraptured by the Holy Spirit in a prophetic vision of the Day of 
the Lord in a similar manner to the Hebrew prophets before him who had 
previously seen the Day of the Lord in the Spirit.  It is a simple statement 
which informs us of the time period Revelation primarily treats.  Revelation 
is about the Day of the Lord and its related events at the end of the age.  (Isa 
2:12, 13:6,9, Jer 46:10, Eze 13:5, 30:3, Joe 1:15, 2:1, 11, 31, 14, 3:14, Amo 5:18, 20, Oba 1:15, 
Zep 1:7,14, Zec 14:1, Mal 4:5)

  

YOCHANAN–AN EXHAUSTIVE WITNESS

Returning now to verse one and two, it mentions Yochanan, who testifi ed to 
God’s Word and of the testimony of Y’shua the Messiah about everything 
that he saw.  He reported everything that he received in the Revelation.  
It’s all included so there’s nothing left out.  That helps us to understand 
Revelation since we know there are no missing pieces.  That is not to say 
that everything needed to interpret Revelation is included in Revelation.  
That’s because Revelation often makes reference to other material outside 
of Revelation which it assumes readers already know.  Revelation is written 
in something we could call “prophetic shorthand” whereby, if you know 
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and understand the Prophets, just a couple of words in Revelation can draw 
multiple pages of that material into the Revelation message.  In Yochanan’s 
time all believers were well grounded in the prophetic Scriptures.  Today 
most believers know very little about them, having relegated them to what 
they call “the Old Testament that was done away.”  Big mistake!  We will 
be rectifying some of that for you with this book.  Now, let’s focus on the 
writer, Yochanan. 

ESTABLISHING THE WRITER OF REVELATION

Who is this Yochanan?  Some Bible critics say this was not the Yochanan 
known today as “Apostle John.”  They are wrong.  The evidence against 
them is overwhelming.  We have numerous witnesses from the time of 
living memory who testify to the fact that it was “John the apostle” that 
wrote the Book of Revelation.

Justin, who was a teacher in Ephesus, one of the assemblies that received 
the Revelation sent from Yochanan, is quoted very early in the 2nd Century, 
saying; “A certain man among us, whose name was John, one of the apostles 
of Christ, prophesied in a revelation made to him, that those who believed 
in our Christ would spend a thousand years in Jerusalem.”  (Introduction to 

the New Testament, Everett F.  Harrison, page 455)

From those earliest days it was apparently common knowledge among 
believers that Yochanan, whom Greek speakers called Ioannes apostolos, 
i.e., John the apostle, prophesied the Revelation that reveals believers “will 
spend a thousand years in Jerusalem.”  Justin, an actual acquaintance of 
Yochanan, is thus our fi rst witness.  I would be persuaded by this witness 
alone, but there are more.  

Irenaeus was a 2nd Century bishop who lived in the next generation 
after Revelation was written.  That is very close to the actual writing of 
Revelation.  He stated that men who saw John face-to-face personally 
certifi ed the text of Revelation.  In his own writings, Irenaeus repeatedly 
quotes from Revelation himself and accepts it as Scripture that was written 
by John the apostle.
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Tertullian, a 2nd Century writer, agrees.  He also quotes Revelation as 
Scripture and he too, holds John the apostle as the writer, and again, within 
the very next generation after Revelation was written.   

Hippolytus was an early 3rd Century Christian writer.  He also accepted 
Revelation as Scripture and he also accepted John the apostle as its 
writer.   

With multiple witnesses who lived back then claiming John the apostle as 
the writer of Revelation, any critic speculating that the writer was not John 
the apostle must mightily prove his case.  None of the critics can overcome 
these multiple witnesses.  Yochanan, i.e., John the apostle, was the writer 
of Revelation.

RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF REVELATION!

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 
prophecy, and keep the things that are written in it, for the time 
is at hand.  (Rev 1:3)  

Revelation includes a blessing for reading it, hearing it, and keeping it.  Here 
is another very good reason to read, hear, and keep the Book of Revelation.  
While Revelation concerns things which must happen, it also contains a 
lot of important instruction that has blessed believers of every age as they 
read and kept its instruction in their daily lives.  Realize that, in one sense, 
the time is at hand for every believer.  In other words, a thousand years ago 
the time was at hand because every single believer who is faithful to the 
end is going to be a part of these end-time events at the return of Y’shua.  
Thus, the time has always been at hand for all the believers who belong to 
Messiah and they will all be included in these end-time events.

FROM WHOM, TO WHOM, HEBRAIC GREETING

Yochanan, to the seven assemblies that are in Asia: Grace to you 
and peace, from God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come; 
and from the seven Spirits who are before His Throne.  (Rev 1:4)  
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The Book of Revelation is written as a letter (an epistle) like many of the 
other books included in the NT and it has a specifi c, immediate audience 
in mind, which in this case are the seven assemblies that are in Asia; more 
about them in the next chapter.  We notice this letter has a greeting, Grace 
to you and peace.  As with all of the epistles, Revelation has a greeting 
and an ending commensurate with a letter.  The greeting further mentions, 
God, Who is, Who was and Who is to come.  This last phrase is more 
correctly, Who is to be.  This relates to the Hebrew Name of God, YHWH, 
which derives from the Hebrew verb that means “to be.”  It refers to Him 
as eternally to be; He was, He is, and He is to be.  This is a reference to His 
eternal Name and Person as revealed to Israel.  In other words, this is a 
classic Hebraic greeting.

Next, it mentions the seven Spirits who are before His Throne.  Some people 
think that’s seven angels because it mentions they’re before the Throne.  
Others say it couldn’t be angels because Yochanan wouldn’t wish grace and 
peace to you from angels.  That is true.  In the prophetic Scriptures, we 
fi nd the Spirit spoken of in terms of seven, speaking about the manifold 
presence of the Spirit.  The Spirit is present everywhere, all the time.  More 
about that later.

Y’SHUA THE MESSIAH, THE FAITHFUL WITNESS

And from Y’shua the Messiah, the faithful witness, the fi rstborn 
of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To Him who 
loves us, and washed us from our sins by His blood.  (Rev 1:5)  

Here is a good example of a prophetic book teaching doctrinal truth.  We 
need to keep the Book of Revelation because it tells us who Y’shua the 
Messiah is.  He’s the faithful Witness.  He faithfully witnesses to His Father, 
Who is, Who was and Who is to be.  He faithfully witnessed unto death to 
His Father’s Name.  He’s the fi rstborn from the dead.  He went ahead for 
all of the rest of us that will follow Him.  He is the ruler of the kings of the 
earth as He said, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
Me.  That’s the position our Messiah is in, right now.  He has all authority.  
To Him Who loves us reminds us what it means to be His.  He gave His life 
for us and He washed us from our sins by His blood. We need to remember 
and keep that. (Mat 28:18)
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A TORAH COVENANT PROMISE FULFILLED

And he made us to be a Kingdom, priests to His God and Father; 
to him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen.     
(Rev 1:6)  

He made us to be a Kingdom.  That is past tense.  We are made to be a 
Kingdom already.  That’s a point that’s easily missed, because some make 
the mistake of thinking only of the Millennial Kingdom as the Kingdom.  
In the Millennial Kingdom, all persons will then be brought under the 
Kingdom.  However, during this interim time since Messiah fi rst came 
and set up the Kingdom, it’s only those who accept Him as their Messiah 
and as their Savior that are transferred into the Kingdom, to function in 
His Kingdom in the earth today.  This is why it says, He made us to be a 
Kingdom, priests to His God.”  

This language originates in the Torah (“the Pentateuch”) where it is applied 
to Israel.  In the Book of Malachi and then later in Peter, this is applied to 
the faithful remnant of Israel.  This Kingdom phrase is from the Torah 
Covenant with faithful, believing Israel, and it’s included right here at the 
beginning of Revelation.  Here’s another indication within these opening 
verses that Israel is a primary theme of Revelation.  (Col 1:13, Exo 19:6, Mal 
3:17, 1Pe 2:9; Messiah Establishes His Kingdom, On the Road to Tsiyon, Program #41, 
10/06/2006)

THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS

Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, 
including those who pierced Him.  All the tribes of the earth will 
mourn over Him.  Even so, Amen. (Rev 1:7)  

As we read this verse my mind is fl ooded with Scriptures from the Prophets 
referenced here as well as a number of verses in the NT.  This includes 
prophecies from all through the Scriptures that talk about Him coming in 
the clouds, most notably, from the Book of Daniel.  In the Book of Acts He 
ascended into heaven and was caught out of the vision of onlookers by a 
cloud.  An angel said He will return in the same manner as He was seen 
ascending.  (Dan 7:13, Act 1)
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Every eye will see Him.  He, Himself said as much.  For as the lightning 
fl ashes from the east, and is seen even to the west, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man.  When He returns, all who are alive at the time will see 
Him.  There is nothing in Scripture about an invisible return of Messiah to 
effectuate an invisible “rapture.”  Because the invisible “pre-trib rapture” 
doctrine is so prevalent today I hope to examine it in detail in a future volume.  
However, Revelation clearly does not teach such an invisible Return, since, 
when He comes back, every eye will see Him, including those who pierced 
Him.  In saying those who pierced Him, this verse is specifi cally referring 
to those Israelites as mentioned in the Book of Zechariah, who upon seeing 
Him, will mourn with all the tribes of the earth that had rejected Him.  (Mat 

24:27, Zec 12:10)

THE GOD OF ISRAEL

“I am the Alef and the Tav,” says the Lord God, “Who is and Who 
was and Who will be, the Almighty.”  (Rev 1:8)  

Here we’re used to reading I am the Alpha and the Omega.  In the Hebrew, 
it would be the Alef and the Tav, the fi rst and last letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet.  It’s talking about the One Who is the Beginning and the End, the 
Eternal One, the One Who is and Who was and Who will be, once again 
referring to that revealed Name of YHWH, the Eternal: the God of Israel.

YOCHANAN, YOUR BROTHER IN TRIBULATION

I, Yochanan, your brother and partner with you in tribulation, 
Kingdom, and perseverance in Messiah Y’shua, was on the isle 
that is called Patmos because of God’s Word and the testimony 
of Y’shua the Messiah.  I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, 
and I heard behind me a loud voice, like a shofar  saying, “What 
you see, write in a book and send it to the seven assemblies: to 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 
to Laodicea. (Rev 1:9-11)  

Yochanan is explaining how he was directed to pass this revelation along to 
the seven assemblies named.  He calls himself, your brother and partner 
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with you.  He’s putting himself on the same level with them.  That word 
(G2347 thlipsis) sometimes translated as oppression is better translated as 
tribulation, as we have restored it here.  He’s a partner with his intended 
hearers in tribulation.  He’s already mentioned that he and his intended 
hearers are made to be a Kingdom, so once again we have this same 
sense of the term.  He, also, is persevering through troubles in Messiah 
Y’shua with them.  Some Bible teachers today say believers should always 
be in “prosperity” and never have tribulation.  Such have no need for 
perseverance.  If they are right, how come we have this favored writer of 
the Book of Revelation who is a partner...in tribulation?  Teachings that 
would spare modern day believers from tribulation tickle the ears of some, 
but they don’t fi t with Scripture or with real life.  Neither do they fi t with 
the history of what other faithful believers have gone through or are going 
through right now.  

THE HEART OF YOCHANAN REVEALED

Notice that Yochanan wrote the Revelation on the Isle of Patmos.  The Isle 
of Patmos still exists today.  It’s in the Aegean Sea.  Patmos is not a very big 
island.  It’s about thirteen square miles.  Today it has a population of about 
three thousand souls.  In the 1st Century it was quite isolated.  The Romans 
used Patmos as a penal island to banish undesirable persons; people that 
they thought weren’t getting with the Roman program.  Yochanan said he 
was sent there because of God’s Word and the testimony of Y’shua the 
Messiah.  The Romans were thinking they could shut him up by banishing 
him to Patmos.  When is the last time you heard anything from them?  
That’s right, never.  By contrast, the Revelation written on Patmos has been 
read by countless millions, and continues to be read.  God laughs at fools 
who think they can block His will.

Yochanan was calling Y’shua “Lord” rather than calling the Emperor “Lord.”  
That was not well received in those days; hence, banishment to Patmos.  
Yet he did not whine about his troubles, as many of us might be given to do 
if removed from our homes and banished to some desolate island.  Instead, 
he lived in blessed fellowship serving his Father in Heaven.  He received 
the Revelation and wrote all of it down because he literally functioned as a 
bondslave of Messiah.  Whatever happened in his life was accepted as part 
of his mission.  He worked within his given circumstances to do the will of 



28—Announcing: Judgment Day Revelation 1:1-11

his Lord.  That made him very useful and effective, even to you and I today.  
This is the unstoppable mindset of the overcomer.

Where did Yochanan get such tenacity?  Certainly, having lived and walked 
in fellowship with Y’shua Messiah as one of His closest talmidim/disciples 
was unparalleled training–but there is more.  This is a tenacity born of pure 
love.  In fact, Yochanan was Y’shua’s cousin and as such was His fast friend 
and “brother” since childhood.  No doubt the two Jewish boys attended 
synagogue together on occasion and often shared together in the feasts and 
ceremonies of their rich Jewish culture as their respective families came 
together.  As cousins and boys growing up together in Judea they knew 
each other in the way that only such boys can, having built a relationship to 
last a lifetime, and in this case, far beyond a lifetime.  They were two Jewish 
boys who each did well for themselves.  One became the rightful Messiah 
of Israel and the Savior of the world.  The other knew it and believed it 
with all his heart and spent his entire life bearing witness to that truth.  
Yochanan was true to what he saw.  He became a Messianic witness who 
has compelled millions to believe what he saw and experienced fi rst hand.  
This is truth you can trust.  (See Y’shua’s Family Album 3, On the Road to Tsiyon, 

Program #6 02/11/06) 

Messiah indicated that Yochanan would outlive the other apostles.  This, 
in fact, he did.  At the time of the Revelation he was of advanced years.  
With all he had done in his life for his One Great Cause, we might think 
that would have been enough.  Yet, our Scriptures certainly would not be 
complete without the Book of Revelation.  Way to go, Yochanan!

Yochanan says: I was on the isle that is called Patmos, and he says, because 
of God’s Word and the testimony of Y’shua the Messiah.  Then he explains, 
while there, on Patmos, I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” That is, he 
was in the Spirit prophetically entering into the foretold Day of the Lord 
at the end of the age.  Then he heard a voice behind him.  I heard a voice 
behind me is an OT reference; You’ll hear a voice behind you saying, ‘This 
is the Way, walk in it.”   This is very Hebraic, as was Yochanan.  The voice 
is like a shofar he said.  A shofar, which is a trumpet fashioned from an 
animal horn, is sounded as an alarm.  It means something important is 
about to happen.  Again, this is a Hebraic connection.  Then that voice said 
to him, Write in a book and send to the seven assemblies and it names 
those seven assemblies.  (Joh 21:22, Isa 30:21)
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WHEN REVELATION WAS WRITTEN AND WHY THAT MATTERS

There are two principle theories regarding when Revelation was written.  
Sometimes, you’ll read that it was written shortly before the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D., placing the writing in the 60s A.D.  You’ll also hear 
that it was written in the late 90s, about 95 or 96 A.D.  The reason why you 
hear these two vastly different dates is because of the claims of pretorism, 
the theory that all of the prophecies of Scripture were fi nally fulfi lled with 
the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D.  Pretorism requires that 
the prophecies of Revelation must have been written before 70 A.D. because 
Revelation talks about the great tribulation and other prophetic events as 
still future.  Hence, Revelation fi ts the pretorist scheme only if written before 
70 A.D.  On the other hand, if the prophecies of Revelation were written 
in the 90s, long after 70, then pretorism is proven false.  Pretorists just 
can’t have Revelation still predicting a future great tribulation and other 
prophetic events long after all that is supposed to have been concluded!  
(Mat 24:21, Rev 7:14)

Unfortunately for the pretorists, it’s well established in history when the 
Book of Revelation was written.  Irenaeus, whom we mentioned earlier, 
from the next generation after the Book of Revelation was written, stated 
that it was written at the close of the reign of Emperor Domitian.  This 
was also reiterated by a number of other early Christian writers.  One of 
them is Victorinus.  He was also a 2nd Century writer who lived close to 
the Domitian era, and he supports this same timing.  We have this quote 
from him; “When John said these things, he was in the Isle of Patmos, 
condemned to the mines by Caesar Domitian.  There he saw the Apocalypse; 
and when at length grown old, he thought that he should receive his release 
by suffering; but Domitian being killed, he was liberated.”  (Introduction to 
the New Testament, Everett F. Harrison, page 473)

It’s very clear that Victorinus knew exactly what happened with John the 
apostle and knew details that we wouldn’t know otherwise, including how 
it had all ended.  Domitian was killed while Yochanan was still on the 
Isle of Patmos.  Domitian reigned from 80/81 A.D.  to 96 A.D.  Jerusalem 
had already been destroyed for a decade by the time Domitian began his 
reign.  By any account, Revelation could not have been written before the 
year 81 A.D., which is very bad news for the pretorists.  Yochanan was still 
there after Domitian’s death in 96 A.D.  Therefore, it’s well established 
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that Yochanan actually wrote the Book of Revelation around 96.  The Book 
of Revelation therefore points forward to the great tribulation and other 
prophetic events, most of which are still future.  Many of these foretold 
events will be fl eshed out in this book.

THE REVELATION IS “THOROUGHLY JEWISH”

Now that we have these fundamental facts laid out we return to the literary 
origin of the Book of Revelation.  This is going to help unseal the Book 
of Revelation for you.  While most Christian writers ignore the Hebraic 
origins of Revelation, I have quoted above from Christian scholars who 
are well aware of its Hebrew character.  Now, let’s read a quote from, of all 
things, the Jewish Encyclopedia to get the Jewish perspective.  These are 
excerpts compiled from a lengthy article in the Jewish Encyclopedia on the 
Book of Revelation.  This is especially interesting because, of course, the 
Rabbinic Jewish point of view does not accept the NT.

“Obviously, the writer of these visionary letters to the seven churches of 
Asia was in his own estimation a Jew, while believing in Jesus as the risen 
Messiah.  He beheld him in his vision to be “the faithful witness” (martyr) 
who is next to God, “who is, was, and will be“... [Revelation]…contains 
several Jewish apocalypses worked into one...The whole apocalypse...is...
in every part and feature...except where altered by the Christian compiler 
...thoroughly Jewish in spirit and conception... It presents the development 
of the whole eschatological drama according to the Jewish view.  It is Hebrew 
in composition and style, and bears traces of having originally been written 
in Hebrew.”  (Excerpts from Jewish Encyclopedia-Revelation, Book Of)

This is a fairly amazing quote.  Most of us have always thought of the 
Book of Revelation as a “Christian” book.  Perhaps surprisingly, Jewish 
scholars consider it a Jewish book.  The Jewish Encyclopedia also says 
something else you may fi nd amazing.  It as much as states that the writer 
of Revelation was a Jew who believed in “Jesus” as the Messiah.  If the 
book is “thoroughly Jewish” as this quote asserts, then it naturally follows 
that the writer of the book was “thoroughly Jewish” as well.  Today it is 
considered a truism among Rabbinic Judaism that anyone who believes in 
“Jesus” as the Messiah cannot be a Jew.  However, the Jewish Encyclopedia 
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here indicates there has been at least one Jewish believer in Messiah and 
that was the writer of the Book of Revelation.  Another very relevant fact 
from this quote is that the Book of Revelation contains “several Jewish 
apocalypses worked into one.”  We are told that “every part and feature is 
thoroughly Jewish in spirit and conception.”  How is this lightening bolt 
going to affect how we understand the Book of Revelation?

A HEBRAIC VIEW OF REVELATION

We need to understand Revelation in the context of its Hebraic roots.  If we 
don’t look at the Book of Revelation from a Hebraic standpoint, we will never 
understand it.  If even unbelieving Jews recognize the Book of Revelation 
as a Jewish book, then certainly we should accept that as true.  I’m not 
saying we must accept all of the claims made by the Jewish Encyclopedia.  
I reject the implications of the statement that the whole Apocalypse is 
Jewish “except for where it’s been altered by the Christians.”

There’s no evidence that this claim of alteration is signifi cantly true, though 
small translation differences did creep in over time.  However, these are easy 
enough to ferret out by simple comparison with the earlier manuscripts.  
Such comparisons will inform our study later in this book.  Even so, these 
tiny translation differences are normal and do not qualify as a signifi cant 
alteration of the text.  We’ve already considered the evidence as to who wrote 
it, when and where.  Since the writer was an apostle of Messiah certainly 
everything that he wrote about Messiah was and is legitimately a part of the 
book.  But, nevertheless, saying that Revelation is a “Jewish eschatological 
drama” and that “everything in it is Jewish in spirit and conception...its 
Hebrew in composition and style” is just amazingly telling.  

The article says Revelation seems to have originally been written in 
Hebrew.  How can this be known?  It is really quite simple.  Not only does 
Revelation refl ect a Hebraic mindset in the ways already mentioned, but 
also it contains what are called ‘Hebraisms.’  In other words, it uses certain 
Hebrew phrases and expressions which are awkward when translated into 
Greek.  These suggest that the book was originally written in Hebrew then 
translated into Greek.  Yochanan likely wrote the Revelation in Hebrew, 
his mother tongue.  He was also fl uent in Greek as a secondary language, 
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so likely did the translating into Greek himself.  Since Greek was widely 
known throughout the Roman Empire, it is the Greek version that was 
widely distributed with multiple Greek manuscripts of Revelation surviving 
till now.  

REVELATION–A JEWISH APOCALYPSE

In the very fi rst verse of Revelation, it uses the word revelation.  This is 
where the Book of Revelation gets its name.  In Greek this is the word 
apocalupsus.  In English that’s apocalypse.  In Greek this means “a 
disclosure or a revelation causing something to appear.”  This term, 
apocalypse, is also used to describe a certain type of Hebrew literature.  
You fi nd this Hebrew literature, for example, in the OT.  Books like Daniel 
and Ezekiel are examples of apocalyptic literature, in which you fi nd visions 
and symbolism revealing future events. (Strong’s Dictionary)

Most of us are much less familiar with other apocryphal Jewish writings 
that were transmitted in what’s called the intertestamental period.  In 
other words, after the OT was closed.  These include books such as The 
Book of Enoch, Jubilees, Esdras, The Assumption of Moses, and so on.  
These books are part of the Hebraic heritage that infl uences the Book of 
Revelation.  Most Christian interpreters have little to no knowledge of these 
books.  Few Christians read these books, fewer still understand them.  Many 
Christians either don’t know or don’t care that there are allusions to these 
books within the actual text of Revelation itself.  This amounts to a huge 
blind spot so far as interpretation is concerned.  Yochanan, being a Jew 
by birth, was familiar with all these books as part of his traditional Jewish 
education.  Thus, allusions to all of these Jewish writings are included in 
the Book of Revelation.  Even though they’re not included in the Bible, they 
all share a connection with apocalyptic writings of the Prophets that are in 
the Scriptures.  

JEWISH APOCALYPTIC GENRE IS PREDICTIVE OF THE FUTURE!

Something that is common to apocalyptic literature is that it all seeks to 
reveal hidden things about the future, usually about the end of this age and 
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about the age to come.  That’s the standard for an apocalypse.  Some people 
today talk about the Book of Revelation and say, “It’s just talking about 
events that were going on back then.  It’s allegorical about events that go 
on in every age.”  Not taking a Hebraic view, they fail to realize that mere 
allegory is not the nature of apocalyptic literature, of which Revelation is a 
part.  Jewish apocalyptic literature is predictive of the future!  Revelation 
is no exception.  It is the very pinnacle and capstone of all apocalyptic 
literature.

Certainly much that is true is always true, but that’s not what apocalyptic 
literature is primarily about.  It’s about specifi c historical events that will 
happen.  It’s history in advance.  The Book of Revelation, though containing 
truth that is relevant in every age, nevertheless, primarily reveals specifi c 
events, then future when written, having to do with the end of the age and 
the age to come.  It is part of a certain genre of literature all of which has the 
same purpose and prophetic style.  You can’t arbitrarily break Revelation 
off and say it’s something totally different than all the rest of the Jewish 
apocalyptic literature that it’s part of, draws from and relates to.  Yet, 
Christian interpreters routinely do that and we all let them get away with 
it.  No more! 

WHY EVERY INTERPRETATION YOU HAVE 
EVER HEARD OF REVELATION IS WRONG

Jewish apocalyptic literature, including that which is not in the formal 
canon, all descends or relates to the Prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures.  
That applies to Revelation even more than all of the other apocalyptic 
literature.  In fact, the Book of Revelation refers back to apocalyptic symbols 
and references and phrases, from the OT Prophets, as well as from other 
apocalyptic literature and Hebraic sources, literally hundreds of times 
throughout the Book of Revelation.  No less than 285 references to the 
OT have been identifi ed by Christian scholars, who are clearly not seeing 
many more, while not seeing references to other apocalyptic literature at 
all.  Typically, interpreters of the Book of Revelation ignore most or all of 
those Hebraic connections. Leaving all that out, it naturally follows that 
they arrive at a defective or defi cient interpretation.
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You really do have to take those Hebraic references into account in order to 
understand what Revelation is actually saying.  In other words, you must 
come at the Book of Revelation from the same mindset as the writer of 
Revelation.  That is a Hebraic-Messianic mindset.  The Book of Revelation 
is not a Christian book.  It’s a Messianic Jewish apocalyptic book written 
by a Messianic Jew.  Adopting that same mindset is a vital key to correctly 
interpreting the Book of Revelation.  

Scary?  Maybe.  

Never fear.  The book you are reading will help you deal with that daunting 
challenge.

THE TSIYON EXEGETIC APPROACH

This brings us to our fi nal consideration of this fi rst chapter, that is, our 
approach to the Book of Revelation.  Ours is a literal, Hebraic, Messianic 
approach that is Ruach-led.  This is the Tsiyon Interpretation.

Literal means that even though Revelation speaks in Hebraic apocalyptic 
symbols, the symbols point to real events that must happen.  We must grasp 
the Hebraic symbolism while also recognizing that the symbolism refers to 
real facts and events.  Our confi rmation of this approach is found in the 
NT Scriptures themselves, because we have hundreds of prophecies from 
the Hebrew Prophets that the NT interprets as fulfi lled by real facts and 
events in the life of Y’shua the Messiah.  In the case of all those hundreds of 
prophecies, every single one of them was fulfi lled by some real fact or real 
event.  This is true of all of the prophecies of Scripture.

Hebraic means you can’t divorce the Book of Revelation from the 
context of historic and actual Israel.  This is something common to Jewish 
apocalyptic literature.  Apocalyptic literature concerns itself with the plans 
and purposes of YHWH relative to Israel and the outworking of those plans 
and purposes for Israel at the end of the age and in the age to come.  Israel 
is the axis around which all Hebraic prophecy revolves, so you can’t throw 
Israel out of the picture or minimize Israel into a secondary or minor player.  
Think like a Hebrew.   



1. Messianic Revelation—35

Messianic means Revelation is written from the position that Y’shua 
the Nazarean is the Jewish Messiah from the House of David who was 
foretold by the Hebrew Prophets.  Beyond that, Revelation sees Messiah 
as the principle Actor of the entire prophetic drama, having direct and 
intimate relationship with all who claim Him as their Lord.  He is revealed 
as immediately available to all of the righteous, yet exercising absolute 
authority over both the world and the universal community of believers.  
Even more than being about Israel, Revelation is about Israel’s Messiah to 
Whom Israel is forever inseparably linked.  This is personal for me.  I am 
blessed to be a bondslave of Messiah as was the writer of Revelation.  It is 
therefore Messiah who commands my focus in the unfolding of this book 
you are reading, as in all aspects of my life.  He alone is worthy! 

The Ruach is the Hebrew term for the Spirit of YHWH.  Revelation was 
inspired by the Spirit and can therefore only be understood with the aid of 
the Spirit.  Let us acknowledge that we can never decipher Revelation like 
some sort of secret code that originates in the carnal mind of man.  The 
Revelation has its source in YHWH!  Only His Spirit can open our minds 
and hearts to its full and real meaning.  Let us humbly seek the guidance of 
the Spirit of YHWH as we press on into the treasures of Revelation.




